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mission might spoil everything. "The Jacobins will rise in consequence of this blunder," l was the doleful prophecy. Indeed, it was already in fulfillment even with the utterance: "Already the Jacobins raise their disgraced heads from the mire of contempt!'* 2 The "country gentlemen55 were the hands as the business interests were the brain and heart of the Federalist Party; "the President destroyed their influence, and . * . left them prostrate before their vindictive adversaries.55 3
The Republicans were overjoyed* Adams had reversed himself, eaten his own words, confessed the hypocrisy of the "infamous X, Y. Z. plot.55 "This renders their [Federalists5] efforts for war desperate, & silences all further denials of the sincerity of the French government,55 gleefully wrote Jefferson.4
Marshall alone of the commanding Federalists, approved Adams5s action. "I presume it will afford you satisfaction to know that a measure which excited so much agitation here, has met the approbation of so good a judge as Mr. Marshall,55 Lee reported to the President.5 Marshall's support cheered the harried Chief Executive. "Esteeming very highly the opinion and character of your friend General Marshall, I thank you for inclosing his letter,55 responded Adams.6
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